AFTER   EVEREST
Still—what are you to do when people crowd in at doors
and actually prevent you working ?
" I always make a point of being just as severe on
Brahmins or Pastors as on the lowest of outcastes.
I'm sure the people misunderstand that, as it's against
aU their ideas to consider all men as equals. I always
see untouchahles at the same table as everyone else,
tho1 that is most unorthodox, and even our own Indian
Christian doctors wouldn't dare to do it.1 It's ' not
done' here !
*' I have never had such hard work as these last few
days since the War, when on one occasion I operated
for two and a half days on end. But I'm very fit, and
though dog tired at 9 p.m., I'm perfectly recovered and
fresh by the morning.
" The business of getting fees is very hard, and some-
times very amusing. A rich Brahmin went down on his
knees and whined like a beggar, with many people
looking on, this morning. All to get off a few rupees'
fee for a small operation. Yet the same man is proud
and haughty as he walks down the road, despising the
outcastes all round him, as he is convinced that he
is a superior being I I had to threaten to put a tumour
that I had removed back into a patient in order to get
one-third of the fee that he (a rich man) had promised
for its removal. I couldn't postpone the operation, as
it is my last day here—so I had to do it before getting
the fee—a very bad principle unless you get a hostage,
first—jewels or something. It's much better, and is our
usual rule, to get aU. fee-paying done before treatment
starts. Otherwise, any kindness we show to the
patient after operation might be misinterpreted as a
cadge for money, and thus it would lose any Christian
influence it might have.
" As regards kindness, the Indian idea is very different
from ours. It seems traditional to give money to beggars-
That is often the chief idea that the Indian has of
kindness. The idea of trying to get a beggar a job, or
to give him lasting help, never enters their heads—there
1 This Is not true now—eleven years later.
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